Manhattan Proyect s legacy of 1 mdwactwe waste,
_concerns over ex-workers’ health remain zssues inWNY

By ANDREW Z. GALARNEAU

NEWS NIAGARA BUREAU

Sixty years ago, the United States
dropped atomic bombs on the Japanese
cities of Hiroshima and Nagasa}n, endmg
World War 11,

Today, the dawn of the nuclear age may
be little more than a historic footnote to
much of the world. But in Western New
York, fallout from the bemb»malnng pro-
cess persists,

Much of the uranium ore that the top-
secret Manhattan Project fashioned into

the first bombs was processed here, in a
former Town of Tonawanda cerantics
Dl ,

A sprawling Niagara County dynaniite

plant was turned into a radioactive dump
in 1944 to store uranium waste and other
nuclear garbage,

Much of it is still here. So are the ques-
tions, even thoueh no atomic bomb was
ever made, stored or exploded in the Buffa-
Jo Niagara region.

What should be done about the remain-
ing radioactive waste? Has it hurt the
health of people who live and work near-
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by? Will it be part of the region forever?

There are no easy answers. But there
are dedicated people working on the ques-
tons,

« In the Town of Tana,wanda; the US,

Army Corps of Engineers has overseen the

removal of enough contaminated material
from the Linde plant and other sites near
the Grand Island bridege to fill a row of
shipping containers that could stretch
from Buffalo to Rochester.

. The project has been under way since
1997, and there are at least two more years

of work to clean up the lingering traces of
processed uranium ore, The cos’s 80 far
$215 million.

¢ In recent years, the federal govern~
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